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To the Othcers, and Soldiers of 
Their Majeſties King Wi//:am and 
Queen Marys Engliſh Forces of 
the Garriſon of Gant in Flanders. 


Gentlemen, 
AD I deſignd to have publiſh'd this Sermon, 
or could 1 hawe foreſeen I ſhould have been 

requeſted to do 'it by you, it might have appear d 
more corrett, but you know my attendance on the 
Publick Service of the Church twice a Day, toge- 
ther with the many other neceſſary Duties of ſo great 
a Garriſon, left me but a very little time to provide 
for this which came ſo quick about ; the conſtant 
performance of it being made neceſſary oftentimes 
each Week by the many ſubtle Contrivances, and 
cunning Devices of the Romiſh Prieſts to corrupt 
aud debauch your Principles of Religion, and Al- 
legiance; and amongſt many others their great Di- 
ligence they employed this way to ſeduce you from 
your bounden Duties to God, and Their Majeſties , 
theſe, with the great ſincerity of my intentions of do- 
ing my utmoſt to promote God s Glory, the good of 
the Church, and Their Majeſties intereſt among you, 

A 2 I hope 
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The Fpiſtle Dedicatory. 


1hope may apologize for thoſe Defes which ſhall be 
obvious to. you in the reading, that might perhaps 
eſcape you in- the hearing : Now God grant that 
theſe, with all my other well deſign d, though mean 
Performances among you, may produce their inten- 


ded and much wiſh d for Effeds, T, hough the Scan- 


dal that the extravagant Looſeneſs and Liberties of 


of ſome among you hath brought upon ſo honourable 
and noble a Profeſſion be very great, and" much to be 
lamented', yet I muſt do you ſo much juſtice as to own 
to the World, that I have ever found among many of 
you, a great readineſs to encourage the meaneſt En- 
deauours tending to the Promotion of any of the afore- 
mention d- ends, viz. God's Glory, the good of the 
Church, and Their Majeſiies intereſt ; of which a- 
mongſt many others, your earneſt Requeſts for the 
printing of this following. Diſcourſe, are a ſufficient 
Inflance, and my Compliance with them the greateſt 
I can give of my being what you ſhall find me on all, 
Occaſions, 
Gentlemen; 


From Gant, ay the 
30. N.S, 1694. 


Your-moſt obedient; and 
very humble Servant, 


 Fohu Petter. 


1 SAM. IV. part of verl. 9. 
=== uit your ſelves like men, 


O D Almighty , when his people went 
out to battel, orders the Prieſt ſhould 
approach , and ſay unto them , Let not 
your hearts faint , fear not, and. do not tremble, neither 
be ye terrified becauſe of them, Deut. 20. 2. and ſuch 
forms of ſpeech as this we find frequently uſed in 
Scripture. at the opening of their Campagnes , or 
before they entred upon any Action, to excite and 
ſtir up, to animate and encourage both Officers 
and Soldiers, to behave themſelves manfully and 
with undaunted reſolution. 

Gentlemen, the time of your ' marching now 
drawing near, and this being the laſt day of your 
meeting together in this place, I have in comply- 
ance with ſo ancient and ſo good a cuſtom , cho- 
ſen to addreſs my ſelf ro you in theſe words, Quit 
your ſelves like men : and in handling of them I 
ſhall doe theic four things. 


Firſt, Shew you what it is to Quit your ſelves 
like men. 

Secondly, The beſt and ſureft way to doe o. 
: Thirdly, 
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A Sermon preached 


Thirdly, The great reaſons you nave to doe it at 
this preſent Counjuncture. 

Fourthly and laſtly , make one Inference from the 
whole; and conclude with an Exhortation to you, 
and with my hearty Prayers to the God of all 
Power, to protect your Perſons , and bleſs your 
Arms with good ſucceſs this enſuing Campagne. 


I ſhall ſhew, Firſt, What it is to Quit your ſelves 
like men ; Eſtote viri, (o tis uſually tranſlated ; and 
both this, and the Hebrew word, in their ſeveral 
Languages , ignite not any mean, or ordinary 
perſon, but a Man of Worth and Valour ; ſo ſays 
David to Abner, 1 Sam. 25. 16. Art not thou a man, 
a valiant man, a worthy perſon ;, there us none like thee. 
But the words import more, and are more pro- 
perly rendred by others, Eftote im viros, a known 
Fiebraiſm, as, Ero tibi in Deum, I will be unto thee 
for a God, that is, truly and effectually, to all in- 
tents and purpoſes ; ſo here, be ye for Men, ſtand 
not for Cyphers; fill notup only the places of Officers 
and Soldiers, but be what you appear to be indeed, 
Now there are {ome that are the peculiar vertues of 
every rank and condition of Men, and thole in 
Soldiers are theſe three: 1. Courage: 2. Or- 
derlineſs. 3. Fidelity. 

And to Quit your ſelves like men in this ſtation, is, 
ro 


at Gant in Flanders. 


to perform all theſe Vertues that are peculiar to 
thar rank in which you are placed : So that you 
muſt be courageous, orderly, and faithfull ro your 
Truft, to Quit your ſelves like men. 

Firſt, You muſt be courageous, and that con- 
fiſts in theſe three things : 

1/}. Suffering cheartully any Hardſhips. 

21y. Receiving boldly the Aſſaults of your Ene- 
mics. 

3ly. Fighting bravely whenever you are com- 
manded to it. 

1/8. Gentlemen, you muſt ſuffer chearfully any 
Hardſhips. You muſt be willing, ſo often as oc- 
caſion requires it, to feed low, and lie hard, to en- 
dure hear, and cold, hunger, thirſt, and nakednels, 
to ſubmit to any terms, to be fed and cloathed, 
and every thing as your General pleaſes; to the 
moſt diſtant place , or through the fouleſt ways , 
or in the ſharpeſt weather , you ought chearfully 
(if your Commander give the Word ) to march; 
you ought not to be difcouraged, or affrighted with 
theſe, or any other hardſhips; but contentedly to 
live (if occaſion requires it) upon any the leaſt 
thing, nay, on nothing ſometimes but a bare pro- 
miſe, and never to mutiny for want of preſent 
Pay. And thus you ought willingly and chearfully 
to undergo theſe glorious Toils and Fatigues of 
War, 
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A Sermon preached 


War, to endure a hard March in the day, and 
ſleep upon a harder Pillow ac nignt : You muſt be 
content to ſleep with the noiſe of Drums and Trum- 
pets in your Ears, and to be awaken'd with Alarms, 
to run on upon Spears points, and charge at the 
mouths of Cannons whileſt they are roaring :our 
deſtruction ; and thus you muſt follow Victory 
through heat and cold, hunger and thirſt, ſwear 
and blood, and ſeize, and pluck it from the arms 
of theſe hazards and difficulties wherewith 'ris com- 
paſſed and ſurrounded 5 and this is to Quit your 
felves like men in this reſpect , if you are thus cou- 
rageous in bearing theſe hardſhips and dithculties of 
War. You muſt alſo Quit your ſelves like men by 
being courageous , | 
2ly. In receiving boldly the Affaults, and bear- 
ing the impreſſions of your Enemies. You muſt 
not be daunted ( let the difference in number be 
never ſo great) with the approach of them ; bur 
( like David towards Goliah ) run half way to meet 
them, no touch of evil muſt make you ſhrink , 
no appearance of danger make you give ground ; 
but you muſt receive and bear all with an invin- 
cible courage , and not like thoſe delicate Youths 
in the Hiſtory, who were no ſooner touched in 
their tender faces by their Enemies weapons, bur 
they threw down their own , and ran away ; nor 


like 
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like the Childrea of | Fpbraim, Plal. 78.19. who 
being harneſſed, and carrying Bows, turned their backs 
in the day of battel, but like that Order of Ancient 
Knights in France, 2 part of whoſe military Oath it 
was, that they, ſhould. never turn cheit Backs upon 
their Eortites The Lacedemonian women were 
wont to charge their Sons when they went out to 
battel, Ut, aut. vivi cum armis in. conſpetum . earum 
Venirent, , alt , mortui in armis referrentur, that they 


ſhould eicher return with their- Arms, or die in 


them. _ Even the tender Mothers among the Ro- 
mans, would not lament their Sons that fell in bat- 
tel, but rejoiced when their Wounds were in'cheir 
fore-parts, and. not in-their backs,-and you (Gentle: 
men) in thus receiving, the Afſaults, and bearing 
the impreſſions of your Enemies, muſt quit your 
ſelves ke Men in this reſpe&t too. You! mutt far- 
ther, quit; your ſelves like Men by ſhewing your 
Courage, 

3dly, In fighting bravely, when-ever you are 
commanded to it: You muſt be as ready to be 
aCtive as paſſive, to give as to receive Blows; and 
our-face the King of Terrours, and charge chrough 
all his Horrours with an undaunted Reſolution ; 
you muſt mock ar Fear, like the warlike Horſe in 
Job, and ſtand-at the Mouths of breaches inthe midſt 
of Thunder and Lightning 3 you mult laugh ar 
the 
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the impotent Threatnings' of Danger, and bravely 
dchie ir, to dots, worſt... In' theſe lies the Gallan- 
try, and Courage of a Soldier, in bearing Hard. 
ſhips, enduring Blows, and hows down his Ene- 
mies, and'all theſe are implicd in ng yo Jour felves 
bke Men. 


econ A fecond ching: inaplicd in quitting your 
ſelves like Mens is to 0'be orderly ; you muft walk 
orderly, 


1/4 In reſpect te to your Lives and Manners, by 
abftaining from thoſe many ontragious and unjuſt 
Practices, from thar looſe and' diflolute” way of ti- 
ving, which have.” broughe-/upon your Profeſſion 
( though in it ſelf moſt honourable ) fo great Dil. 
honour, and occafion'd ir by lo many to be evil: 
ſpoken:of inthe World. {7 © 

2dly;” You muſt walk orderly. in' reſpe&t to your 
Superiours, and always have a mighty regard to- 
the Word of Command'; you: muſt keep your 
Ranks and Files ; for if a Seldier forſakes his place, 
and: breaks Diſcipline, he: cafts his Diviſion, it may 
be the whole Company into con?ufion, and makes 
an caſjer Entrance tor the Enemy. Nibil magis in 
acie cuſtodiendum eſt, quam ut omnes Vealites or dinem in- 
cedend: fervent, periculum- enim ab hoſtibus ſemper gras 
viſimum ſuſtinet diviſus, &*inordinatus exercitus : Ve- 


gct. 


at Gant in Flanders. 


ger. de Tre milit. Mannius. Curins, 'wheny Conſal, was 
wont -to ſay, Non opus eft: yeipublico milite; qui pa- 
rere non poteſt, The Commonwealth had no aced 
of that Soldier, who knew'i:nor how: £0. obey. Or- 
ders. When the Holy Ghoſt would deſcribean Ar- 
my that ſhould ;be invincible, and bear all before 
them; he ſays, that they i(hould march every one in 
his may; \ and nons:ſhonld break-their Ranks, Joel 2. 7. 
You Gentlemen'are'an Army; but youare onely- ſo, 
while-due Order” and: Difcipline is. maintained,-and 
every Officer iand Soldier keeps'his'own phace 'ifd 
ſation; but when chele are: negleRed, 'and? tram- 
pled '\under: foot: yowTare quite another thing, '3 

may be 4 Mulcitade or:Rour, bat you will Rely 
bedr rhe Name of anAtmmy ,-withdne-chis Order; all 
things wontd/runlinvo- preſent conſaficn'; Tf ade 
in yo ourchoiteroftard wheregouwithand d&whar? 
you liſt thets? Army, but you muſk Lyery? one of 
you faithfulty diſchargeithar Dhty, and: diligently 
managexhar parted ayplace which iseotamirctdto f 
your Truſt; You muſt art all tixfies: elk: cher fold: = 
neſs: dbey: cHerOrders: of your Superiours, ': "Wy flen Er: y 
you'areconmanded'to Ppone?: onz you" miſt "Hot: : 
(though rhe! Danger” be meer ſo gtear) :endeavgur * 
ro\\dereat, when ro" wheel tithe rightyou-muſtSot- 
( upon anv confi derarions\) endeavour to'do' itito ; 
_—_ ſefr, 'A$" one "SAGE complained; Ordo: Militum” 
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NUN eſt ordinem. non tenere, as if. the Excellency of n 
Soldier, conkiſted' 'ins contradicting 'and thwarting; 
the Commands of: this. luperiour Officers ;. and this: 


is the -24. thing, .implied. in | quitting your ſebves like 


Men, to be. ofderly, ©: 
3d. The 3d thing implied in quitting your ſelves | 
like Men, is to be faithtull'to-your Truſt '(:thar: is) 
not to | betray\ ix for. any* trempratiqn-of; \intereſt or- 
adyantage, nor /t0: be fa-rhercenary-to engage on 
any {ide for pay,. iwithout; regard to: what: 1s right, 
or wrong:. This: the-Romens: took: ſuch care. of, 
that. they, liſted, none ,into: their: Service;; but:, they 
abbgereliem.to rake aniOachtothar purpoſe;rwhichr 
they;.call'd by. the:great and) venerable! Name of: 
Sagramentum';! athihg:lo folenin-with them; that ther! 
Ghriſtiztis havechoſo ro; borrow: that Word; terex!: 
prefs- their, enttince ona Covenant with God: by a: 


we dpat-thisay-follow their Example; and! ſtrict-r 


ly!co,obſerve; your. Oh,” is robe) fairhfullio: your 
Trof:3.h think ir:thidrofore;nou.amwifs-rp xopear;it "tor: 
You atthis|preſents; 7 iſs 38 alum coY calutT 7 

i>[, ſpear to:1be r1txue t0-0u7 Sovereign Dord; 0-Fird. 
King Wikliana, and, Oneen -Mary;- and tor: forve: theme! 


honeſtly; .and faithfully) 19 tbe Defence of | their Perfons, 
Crown; and Digntty;: againſt | allitheis Enemies,-:and»Op:-: 


 poſers mbat ſoever-; and; to obferve; and obey Their Ma-: 


fits Orders, ard. the Fndes of- the Generals, and Of: 


a ficer s 
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a 


ficers Jet 0 over me by Their Majeſties : So help me GT 


Having ſufficiently inſiſted on the- firſt thing 
which-I propoſed, and ſhewn you what it is to quit. 
your ſelves like Men, I proceed now to the ſecond; 


which-is the beſt and ſtreſt way to do ſo; 
zdly, The beſt and ſureſt way-to-do ſo; is to 


be- religious; ro be couragious, orderly, and faith: 
full; is'to quit your ſelves like Men; and thele,. I-be- 


lieve, are qualifications' which you  wiſhto Be incall 


chat are -under-your' Command ; becauſe without 
theſe the Service that the. Publick, or y our ſelves can 
expect, muſt be burvery ſmall : Ic is not difficult to 


ac the many ſad Conſequences of being atrhe 


Head of. a'Body of cowardly, - diſorderly; and'un: 
faithfall Wrerches ; therefore if I can, make it appear; 
that Religion will effe&t cheſe-three things; and'make 


you, --1ſt: More' couragious, 2d; More' orderly, 


34. More: faithfull. to- your: Truſt; 1 dotbt-not 
bur *ewill abundantly convince you, thar the: beft 


way to be good Soldiers, is to be good "Men, and 


char-the -onely; andYureſt'way- to quit yoptſebves dike 
Men; ist0 fear God; "and keephis'Commandments; 
i1 ft, Therefore I ſball {ſhew you; that being: reli- 


pious will make you'the: -more- couragious, without 


which! ſuch: Gentlemien' as! 'you'iare: oſcleſy | in! the 
World : Ybu' heatd-- inthe! begining! ofvthis Dif. 


courſe, tha: God - Almighty: when his-People. went | 
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out. to- Battel, ordered the Prieſt ſhould approach, 
and ſay to them, Let not your hearts faint,fear not,&c. 
Deut. 20.2. Now after that, the Officer was to 
ſay again to them, What Man is there that is fearfull, 
and faint-hearted'* let him go, and return to his Houſe, 
verl. 8. Ir is not to be denied but that-fome Men, 
who are very bad, are very ſtout, daily experience 
evincerh-this; there is aſort of Audacity, and Fool: 
hardines, which is a reſemblance of. cxue. Yalour, 
andwhich the worſt of-Men' are capable. of, bur this 
is 2-brutiſh ſort of Bravery, like the Valour of an 
Horſe, that runs into Battel without fear or con: 
fideration,” But alas! ſuch; an: irratianal Valour, 
which-you.owe mexely-to your conſtitution, will laſt 
no longer than. your incon(ideration.: For when, the 
impetus. is once over, and you come-loberly to de- 
bate your: preſent. Aﬀairs; and. ro. take a true Pro- 
ſpect of your furure;State, your Spirits will-then flag, 
and your ſtoutnels become as nothing. For who 
can imagine, that you wilLin, cool Thonghts, with 
any Courage venwre your Lives, whet your-Con- 
ſciences. zell you, you: are! in no, meaſure prepared 
for: Death ? But:he who!hath well-grounded hopes 
of;-a- better, Life; how. -yundauntedly,, when he is 
lawfally:calfd 50 it. will: he hazard: this? This 4s 
that to! which the Apoſtle. attributes the Heroick pet: 


formances of thoke religious Champions of old, 


Gideon, 


at Gant in Flanders. 


Gideon, Baruch, Samfon, Jeptha, David;&c. Hebr. 11. 


ic was through faith they ſubdued Kingdoms, waxed 
valiant in fight, and put to flight the Armies of the 
Aliens. A firmbelief in God wilt make a Man va- 
lanr in the midſt of the greateſt Dangers, but Vice 
and Irreligion makes 'men Sneaks, and Cowards, 
and a Wing of Miſcreants have juſt reafon to flee, 
when Death is coming ont of a Cannon's Mouth, 
the Muzzle of 'a Gun, or upon the Pomt of a Sword, 
becaufe the formidable Appearance of Hell is com- 
ing too, and then the Hearts of irreligious Men 
will recoil, andevil Confciences will be apr to make 
them: run: mo Pits, or Woods, or into any Cor- 
ners 'on this fide the Territories of the damned. 
Take this, Gentlemen, for a general Rule, thar 
none ſhall undertake an Enterprize wth ſo much 
Readineſs, or engage with fo much Fortitude, or 
maintain his Ground with fo: much Conftancy, or 
defie the roarings of the Field with fuch a fix'd Re- 
folution, as the Man who is girt about with Inte- 
grity, and to whom a good -Conſcience isa-Coat of 
Mail. For as a Pagan Philoſopher ſaid, Fethat loves 
God receives Death willingly, and uy not cow'd at its 
Approaches, but keeps his Station, and his Poſt with a 
fteel d Courage ; So that'you ſee, this is one good n- 
fluence Religion hath upon Gentlemen of your 
profeflion, ir makes them the more couragious. 

2dly, It 
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2dly, Tt will: make them more-orderly too. - The 
diſloluteneſs, and rudeneſs of Armies is ſo common 
and notorious, that they are often dreadful} to their 
own {ide, almoſt as much as to their Enemies. .The 
ſharpeſt Puniſhments that were ever yet inflicted 
for any Crime have not been able to terrifie ſo, but 
that in ſuch a Body, there are ſtillmany, who will 
venture to commit the ſame. But though all the 
Care, and Severity of Diſcipline is not able to pre- 
vent Diſorder in any kind, yet this will. The good 
Man hath a Rule within him, more exact, and 
ſtrict than any' martial I:aw, that whereas others by 
their violent Outrages, and domineering-Debau- 
cheries, enrage the People, and bring their Profeſſi- 
on into diſrepute, he will demean himfelf ſo, as to 
be able to make Sr. Paul's Appeal whereſoever he 
L264 hath had his quarters ;' Je are Witneſſes, and God alſo, 
x44 how holily, and juſtly, and unblameably we behaved our 
Ml ſelves among you. Whence come the wrongs, and 
waſtings, the ſwaggerings, and inſolencies, the extra- 
vagancies, and immoralities complained of in all 
Ages among the Soldiery ? Come they not hence, 
even of your luſts that war in your Members, from the 
want of Religion, and. the Fear of God ? This 
would lay the' Ax to the Root of ſuch flagitious 
Enormities, reſtrain your Paſfions, bridle your Ap- 
petites, and make you ſo ſober, {o civil, and fo or: 
derly, 
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derly, that your company would be as much deſi. 
red in all places, as now (I am lorry to lay it ) 


'tis with too much reaſon dreaded : and this is a- 


nother good effe&t-Religion has on a Soldier , it 
makes him more orderly. 


31y. The third influence Religion hath upon a 


Soldier is, It will make him more faichfull to his 
cruſt, which he is obliged to be (as you have heard) 
by che Oath he takes when he- is. farſt liſted. But 


what are Oaths, and where are the force of chem, if 


men have no real ſenſe of Religion ? like Samſon's 
Withs, they tmay pretend to be bound with them, 
but when they think fic they will as eaſily ſnap 
them in ſunder. Euſebius tells us of the Father of 
Conſtantine, that once it came into his mind to give 
out, that all chat ſerved him in any Office, ſhould 
ſacrifice to Idols , or elſe _quic their: places , when 
the time came that they had all given in their de- 
terminations; .quire contrary to their expectations, 
thole that choſe rather to lay down their employ- 

ments, than to wound their conſciences, he kepr in, 
or advanced to higher truſt, choſe thar to comply 
with his humour, and, as hey choughc, their own 
incereſt, were ready | to turn Idolaters, he dilmiſled, 

Iz; 5D dv anni mar evad2zy,, KC, For how (laith "* 

ſhould I imagine, but that upon occaſion theſe men wall 
be treacherous to me , that:make no more of being ſo to 

ther 
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their God ? Bur the fear of him is the beſt ſeEuri- 
ty for any man's Fidelity. , if it be fo thar he truly 
and indeed fears God, upon this account he will 
fear to be falle to Men ; and this: is the third in- 
fluence Religion hath upon a Soldier, ic makes him 
more faithfull ro his truſt. So that ſince Religion 
will make you more courageous, orderly and faith: 
full ro-your truſt, *cis evident that to fear God, and. 
keep his Commandments is the beſt and ſureſt way to 
quit your ſelves like men; which was the ſecond thing 
I propoſed to ſpeak to. 

Now, Gentlemen , before I ſpeak. to- the third. 
thing, I thall beg your patience whilelt I'make one 
Obſervation, and reflect alittle upon. your general 
and great neglect of this main-point, hoping there- 
by to -bring Religion into - greater eſteem- among 
you, and to prevail with you, to be- more care- 
full for-the future of this one thing neceſſary , ic 
being. ( as you have heard) the ſureſt-way to gain 
that noble Character (which is, or ought to be 
the deſire and ambition of-you all ) of quitting your. 


ſelves like men. "There is generally {ſo much: licenti- 


ouſneſs and wickedneſs among the Soldiery, that 
the Poet hath ſcandalized- the whole Tribe upon 
that account, Nulla fides, pietafſque virs- qui caſtra 
fequuntur. Theſe  ( faich he) are a ſort of people that 
have no manner of religion or honeſty at atl. in them. A. 
oreat - 
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great deal of pity it ſhould be ſo at any time ; it is 
lad, and may prove dangerous to have the Sword 
in ſuch mad Mens hands : But I think the Poet 
was much to blame, to condemn all for the ſake 


of ſome + For though it be ſo among too many, 


yet *ris not ſo univerſally true , but ( that God be 
thanked) there be ſome exceptions : and many (to 
your great honour, Gentlemen, be it ſpoken) that are 
employed in this preſent Service. 
ligion be thought inconſiſtent with your Profeſſion ? 
whatever libercies too many of it give themſelves , 
it has been as famous for Men eminently pious as 
any whatſoever : The firſt Man that we read pro- 
teſſing Chriſt after his Crucifixion was a. Soldier ; 
in that hour of darkneſs, when his Followers fled, 
his Diſciples fainted, and the Rabble derided him, 
a Soldier and his Company owned him ; Matt. 27. 
54. The Centurion, and they that were with him feared 
greatly, and ſaid, Truly this was the Son of God, Na- 
Xanzen in his time had a Ceſarius, Saint Baſil a Gor- 
dius; and a Learned Writer, ſpeaking of the Noble 
Army of Martyrs, faith, Pars melior ex militibus , 
The greater part of them were Soldiers. The Cha- 
rafter which S. Luke gives of Cornelius the Cenruri- 
on is, That he was a devout man, and one that feared 
God with all his houſe, which gave much alms to the 
people, and prayed to God alway, Acts 10. 2. I have 
C3 inſtanc'd 
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inſtanc'd in this laſt, as a. Pattern worthy your imi-. 


cation, and. with, a deſire thar you would compare: 
the practice of this noble Roman with. that of many 
of our preſent Army, and ſee what you can find, 
that can art all patronize that impious liberty and. 
prophaneſs that is by ſo many. recommended as. 
reputable and ingenious, and is every day ſo much: 
exemplified to us in common. practice , that one- 
would think it were entailed upon.your Prefeſſion. 
The Centurion here mentioned was a devout Man, 
and zealous for Religion, one who. endeavoured to. 
promote it, by keeping up.(all ways poſſible). its ho. 
nour and reputation in the world : Many among- 
our Centurions make a mock of it, ſaying in their 
heart, there is no God, they fir down. in the ſeat of. 
the Scorner.; and. though. they cannot argue, yet: 
reſolve to laugh. all.Piety out of countenance. Eve- 
ry the dulleſt. Creature. , that can but revile. his Re-. 
ligion, make a prophane Paraphraſe upon the Holy. 
Wric, vent an impious Jeſt, ridicule any thing that. 
is Sacred , and ſtoutly diſclaim his Maker, is jm- 
mediately proclaimed a; Wit, not conſidering. that 
this 1s direct Blaſphemy. Tis {aid farther of this 
Centurioh, that: be feared God, they cannot in the: 
leaſt pretend to this part of the Centurion's chara-. 
er, who upon every impertinent occaſion, rake: 
his moſt ſacred Name .into their prophane Mouths, 
and. 
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and call upon. hinv to: witneſs to every trifle, fomes | 


times to a-lye. / Sure, Gentlemen, you cannar!pre- 
tend to the fear of God, who call upon him'almoſt 
every moment to. damn your ſelves, your deareſt 
friends : or acquaintance: for. every! frivolous dilap- 
poinrment,. nay oftentor,nothing ;1, whoſe mauths 
are full of bitterneſs and curſing,, who challenge-to 
your ſelves the liberty. of; your tongues, ; ſaying, in 
the words of the: Plaltitt, -We arei they that ought: to 
ſpeak, Who is Lord over 52 Plakii2, 4s Nay:; 
there are fome among: you; ( I'ithink my-felf, obls 
oed in.duty to take notice of it) -whojare ſo far 
from fearing God,.. that, you ſeem. to.,beperietly, of 
the-remper of:the unjuſt Judge mentioned -in Saint 


Luke, who neither. feared God, nor regarded man. It 


it- were not fo, though the fear of God could noc 
reſtrain-you, yet otherwiſe in reſpect of Men, you 
would ſometimes abſtain-from all-ſorts of impious, 


leud, prophane and atheiſtical diſcourſe, and art leaſt 


comply with the rules of civility, though you -will 


not with thoſe of piety. For your unſavoury breath 


(ſuppoſing no God to. be offended with it ).. you 


cannot bur imagine to be nauſeous to all thoſe who 
believe -there is one , . to-all thoſe who. have: any 
Zeal for their Faith, you cannot think any diſcourſe 
more intolerable; or more diſobliging. "Thoſe who 
do acknowledge a divine Powes, cannot be-Juppo. 
| | ed 
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fed with eaſe and {atisfaftion:to fit! by , and: hear 
 God-ridiculed/ and blaſphemed:;2you ''cannot bur 
think this to be a very unplealant entertainment for 
any who believe a Deity ; more eſpecially for thoſe 
"Who are mote thaty ordinarity:concerned for his ho- 
nour:”: Fhe- next parc :of- this. Centurion's chara- 
teri 187; '' Thar he was one that feared God with all his 
boaſe. . Now if we:compare-the practice .of ſome 
among you with chis parc'ofihis character, it wall 
be-bur top viſible, thac you come. far ſhort of it. 
I need not deſcend to particulars, for they are too 
evident ; the many: Oaths and- Curſes, with the a- 
bundance | of -other unſavoury. diſcourſe. that :doth 
flow ,! almoſt every: minute, from the mouths of 
the meaneſt and leaſt ſervant that does attend' the 
Camp, ſufficiently. proclaim tne negle&t of you 
their-Maſters; who too. many of you, by. your 
own'example, and the countenance and encourage- 
ment you'give to the vicious courſes of thoſe about 
you, ſeem to have taken up a reſolution contrary 
co thar of Joſhua's , and-in your: hearts to lay , 4s 
for nie and my houſe, we will neither 'of us ſerve the 
Lord. 

Another thing that is added in commendation 
of this Centurion is, - That he gave much alms to the 
people, his:devotion and the fear of God are accompa- 
nied with Works of Charity. How backward are 


many 
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many of you to relieve thoſe, who by the fate of 
War, or any other misfortunes, are reduced to ne- 
ceſlity and want; he was of a tender and compal- 
fionate nature ; you:may ſee here the mildnels and 
fweernels of his temper, '-by- his beirig: kind and 
mercifull; fruits of the ſpirit highly requiſite to 
preſerve thoſe of your profeflion: from tranſgreſſions 
of a crying, nature, which'too many of you, Gentle: 
men, make light os violence ; cruelty, waſting, 

plundering, 3c. Bur he in whoſe heart: God had 
Put it, to give. that which was his.own'to others, 


when theis neceſſities: required 1s, coulcnot but abhor 
to'take and detein that which was not his own from - 


others ; no, he walks according to the Baptiff's rule 


of doing Violence to: no .man., and being content, with- his 
own wages. But : inftedd of walking; according: ro 


this example, and rcheving to! the urmoſt: of your 
abliry the people, and afliſting thoſe that are under. 
your command, how many of you take all occa- 
{tans, to ſqueez and. oppreſs the former, .and to doe 
all-che. injuſtice you are able to the latter: and, 

like miſcreant Achans, make ir your buſints by 
thele indirect ways to carich your ſelves, not fear: 


ing. the:Curſe of:God. on ſuch ill:gotten crealure 2 


The :ilaſt: thing... that. is ſaid in- praiſe of this 
Centurion 1s, That he prayed to God1alway ,- that is, 


_ day. at the ſet and appointed: times., when 
he 
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he was not hindred by other lawfull occaſions. Ta \ 
an undertaking attended with 1o many and fo great 
difficulties and dangers as yours is, he knew it 
would>/be:impoſfible for him: ro frond without 
imploring the divine''aid and aſſiſtance ; therefore 
he omitted-no opportunity of repreſenting his needs, 
knowing that the might have them ſapplied only 
for:asking. But how many among you, Gentlemen, 
rathet-chule to quit. your hopes of proteCtion and 
good ſucceſs in this world and happinels in the next, 
chan!to buy: it at the cheapeſt Tare of humble Pray- 
er:2-/ - How-many -among.you- do neglect, | diſuſe 
and contemn ſo:cafiea duty,” the conſtant and due 
performance "of which is attended with 1a many 
and fo- great. -bleflings ? Whac bleſſed opportunities 
are, pur. into. your hands? What an happineſs (by 
the pious'care:of 'our moſt religious | and gracious 
King-and Queen ) do you enjoy , of having liber:- 
berty (even 1n theſe Popiſh Countries) of. addrefling 
your. + 7s to:God .in publick ewice a! day , in a 
moſt incomparable wid. a: well adviſed form; and 
in'a language underſtood by the meaneſt of the 
people?: A-bleſſing denyed to all. that are round 
about YOU. And you, Gentlemen, who neglect 
to'give your. conſtant atrendance-on this duty, your 
circumſtances: requiring it in a more eſpecial man- 
ner, as 1 ſhewed' you at large the laſt Lord's 
day, 


at Gant in Flanders. 


Day ; what do you bur in effect declare to the 
World, that you look no higher than your ſelves, 
your own Strength and Valour, your own Skill and 
Condudt, and that you do repoſe all your confi- 
dence in the Arm of Fleſh, or that you think pro- 
tection, 'and good ſucceſs Bleſſings hardly worth 
your asking, or elſe with thoſe prophane Wretches 
in the Pſalmiſt, that. you care not for God, neither 
is God mm all your thoughts. 

Now, Gentlemen, ir may perhaps be thought 
'by ſome among you, that theſe reproaches are too 
ſevere, bur che Pulpit is to be pardoned plainneſs, 
becauſe the Grave deals roundly, and therefore I 
hope you will bear with them ; eſpecially conſt 
dering of what importance to the Publick ſuch a 
Body: of: Men as. you are, . who are'of ſo great uſe 
in the World, thatevery Nation and People, have 
with one conſent juſtly accounted you worthy of 
all Eſteem and. Honour ſo that if the light that is 
in . you . ſhould be darkneſs, by reaſon of the conſe. 
quence of it, how great might: that darkneſs prove ? 
Sir Walter Raleigh, diſcourſing whether the Greeks, 


or Romans, were the betrer Soldiers, very fairly con- - 


cludes, that: the Engliſh were better than both ; nor is 
this the particular judgment of a Countryman of 
your own, but you have a general Renown in all 


the Nations that are round abour you, and the 
| D fi Cha- 
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A Sermon preached 


Character which he long ſince gave of our Coun- 
trymen, hath by the opinion of the greateſt Gene- 
rals the World ever bred, rogether with the many 
Noble exploits you have atchieved fince in the pre- 
ſence of many Nations been ſuffictently confirmed ; 
if to this, you would add that of the Centurion, to 
be devout Men, fearing God, ec. then you would 
be perfe&t, and lacking nothing, ' and thereby free 
your profeſſion from that ill opinion which the great 
looſencſs, and horrid prophaneneſs of ſome among 
you hath brought .upon it ;:and chus zemoving theſe 
unhappy occafions of your: dil-efteem, all.Nacons 
round about you would record you for the Wor- 
thies of the Earth, and you would abroad, -as well 
as at home 'be thought womthy - of double Honour ; 
you would then be an 'Henour, / as well” as a De- 
fence to your ' Country, ' Their Majeſties and che 
whole Kingdom would prize and efteem. you, and 
God would bleſs you; bleſs you with Honour, Vi- 
Qtory, and good Succels in this: Workd'; .and when: 
you have thus fought a good fight, and finiſhed your 
courſe, and kept the Faith, henoeforth there would be 
laid up for you a. Crown of Righteouſneſs in/the 
World to come; thus having fo\ well . grounded 
hopes of a betcer life, what can. be: a furer way to 
make you quit your ſelves like Men, than inexpoling 
this? ( when there is ſo juſt an occaſion for it) 
which brings me to ſhew you, Thirdly, 


at Gant in Flanders. 


Thirdly, The great reaſons you have to do it at 
this preſent Conjun&ion; which I don't doubt will 
appear to be very great, and I hope powerfull too, 
if you conſider thefe four things: 


1. The Excellency of that Government, thoſe 
Laws and Liberties you have to defend. 

2. The Church and Faich you contend for. - 

3- The Defenders of the Faich you haveto ſerve. 

4. Fhe Enemy you are to oppole : Conlider, 
Gentlemen, 


1. That Government, thoſe Laws and Liber- 
ties you have to defend; and you will find them 
ſuch, that if any where upon the Face of the Earth, 

ou muſt confefs, chat chere is the eafte Yoak, and 
light Burcheri : How ſecure do they render to you 
all your civil Rights 2 Your Liberties are ſuch, that 
while our Sovereign Lord and Lady fit upon Their 
Throne in che brightneſs 'of Imperial Majeſty, the 
meaneſt Subject may as truly fit under his Vine, 
and Fig-treec, and enjoy his own with ſecurity, 
peace and plenty: You your ſelves, Gentlemen 
who have ſeen the ſad and dolefull Circumſtances o 
poor Peaſants in theſe Countries, know full well, 
that God hath not dealt ſo with other Nations: You 
may all of you gratefully ſing as the Prophet Da- 
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vid did, Pal. 1.6. 6. 'The lines are fallen to us in plea- 
fant places, and: we have. through the Divine Provi- 
dence, a goodly Heritage : Yours is one of the for- 
runate Iſlands; che Government is of. that rare bal. 
lance, and temperament, that you cannot but have a 
deep ſenſe of the many Bleiſings you all enjoy un- 
der it of thoſe wofull Miſeries and Diſtra&tions you 
were all expoſed to, by the Violences offer'd to ir 
in thelate Reign: This is well worthy your higheſt- 
Valour, well worthy your trueſt Fidelity ;, all your 
welfare-is apparently bound' up in the welfare of 
this Government ; and that Government that pre-- 
ſerves. you, that it may fo do, muſt, be inviolably 
preſerv'd by you, and certainly *tis a great debe,, 
and duty which you all owe to it, 'tis yours; as well- 
as Their Majeſtics Safery ;, 'tis a-concern ſo eflential,. 
that what the Roman Oratour ſays of. Government, 
in general, may as truly be ſaid of that of their pre.. 
ſent Majeſties, That neither Family, or City, neither 
People, nor Country, could any longer. ſubſiſt without it « 
He therefore that faithfully ſtands by it, ſhews him. 
felf. a Friend to, his own, and Country's ſafety, as 
well as.a true .and faichfull Subject ra. Their Maje- 
Ries; I do not. doubr therefore, but that as good 
Chriſtians, and true. Engliſhmen, you. will pur on, 
a generous. largeneſs of Spirit, and. with your lives. 
ſtand firmly. by ic, and whilſt "ris. highly priz'd. by, 


all. 
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all Strangers, that you of the ſame Nation will nor 
contemn, neglect, or abuſe ir, but quit your ſelves like 

Men, in. maintaining, defending, and ſecuring of it. 
2dly. The ſecond conſideration to- move you to 
quit your ſelves like Men, is the Church, and Faith 
you contend fos.: A. Church that owns the venera- 
ble Antiquities of purer. Times, and rejects the ab- 
ſurd Incroachments, and Corruptions of later Ages; 
many of. which in-rhele. Countries + are: daily: yihble 
to. your-Eyes,, though of fame they ſeem.to: me to 
be aſhamed, by their abſtaining frem; the Uſe of 
them, in thoſe Gartiſons. where the., Proteſtants:are 
quarter'd,,-during}the; time. of their abode there': 
All the Doetrinies of your Church areancient, holy, 
juſt, and;gopd, ſuch.as were taught by our Savioot 
Hiraſelf;, when! here:an.Earth- practiſed by; his Apo? 
ſles, deliver'd: from-theaa 'to. zhe/primicive:Qhaſth: 
ans, and fſo.derived down:tq you-.\They. dre all 
of them moſt agreeable' to. the. higheſt- reaſony Giri 
their conſequences. tending moſt direcly, ro the.pro- 
moting of Piety, and..true Morality,. the peace of 
Societies, and. the good. of every; particular Perſon; 
they axe ſo clearly ſubſervient to- all good Ends, 
that if your, deſign by. Religion be, (, what ic ought 
to, be )- nakedly, to ſave your Souls, you may then 
in. communion with the. Church - of ' England pals 
ſurely and ſafely to Heaven. : God hath nor [dealt 
7. ns | ſo 
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ſo with other Nations ; rieither Have'they fuch com: 


fortable freedom iti his ways Youſee, Gentlemen, 


in what. blind ignorance they here keep their Peo- 
ple, by the forbidding them -under-the moſt ſevere 
Penalties the uſe of the Holy Bible; or the reading 
any Proteſtant Books, or conferring with any Per- 
ſon upon- afiy- point of Religion, or the doing any 
one thing that'may tend | by the opening of the 
Eyes of the Blind, to'the diſcovery of thele Cheats; 
which Commands if any of chem ſhould chance to 
tranſgreſs, it muſt be inſerted-into the Caralogue 
at-their next confeſſion, / afid they; poor Souls, be- 
fore: they'tan be abſolved; and re-admitred to their 
half communion muft nadergo what penance the 
Confeſfour ſhall think - fir, who for ſuch heinous 
Crimes as theſe always enjoins-to be more ſevere, 
than for Theft; -Whoredom, ot Marther; &c. You 
ſce what intolerable Burchens they lay upon them, 
how' many ridiculous and fooliſh Ceremonies, bar- 
barous and unconimanded Penances they enjoin 
them, and none of them tending it the leaft to be- 
nefit the Souls 'of the ignorant performers, bur all 
of them inſignificant to ary other ends and pur- 
poſes, but-rhat of maintaining the Power, and in- 
creaſing the Wealth of their Church. The Church 
you contend for enjoins nothing but what tends to 
che promoting of-trac Piety, fhe hath crowded in 


among 


DOD 
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among her Dodtrins, no Pardons, nor Indulgences;. 
no Pilgrimages to.the-ſhrinesnob. pretended. Saimts,! A's 
nor vain Oblacions. to enrich” ther: Caffers:; ſhe hath' | 8; 
thruſt in/ no Invocation|of- Saints, not-Pra yers' for: 15: | 
the Dead; no pompous Proceffions nor ſacred Re- Rib 
liques' to. fll.che pockets:of her Prigſts:x #he-harhi 
ſqueez'd (in no _Infallibiliy,' nor. Prababiliry;-no | 4. 
Enthuſiaſtical. pretendestodnimediate Revlationjnor i > 
pretended Miracles to: impoſe upon: her: People: | 
You ſee therefore, Gentlemen, how muck cis your: 
intereſt, as well; as;your duty,! if you fincerdy. lpve 
God and your own.Souls,] or have:: any zeal-defire: 
of your own, or others: welfare, faithfully! to; ad-- 
bore to. that Church you. have the happineſs. robe ' NKE 
Members of; and) 2 00 gmt Jour. "ſelves: Uike Men; by: BY 
vigoroully maintaining and: defending ic againſt all: Wi! 
Oppoſers whatloever,: afd:'this is the fecond conſt 
deration to; move you.'to quit yorr Jelves like: Men," 
the Church NY (urioans: four: N ow: __ 
cted to the'- © el 1:5 CI. 2.07 
34 ning anfeinkbla os Delinder ofciie 
Faith you have: to ſerve; and: they are a King'/and! 
| Queen)! profalſing the. ſame Faich with: your ſelves, 
and -worthipping-; Godin \the:fame::manner :' An 
happinels, and bleging tong with'd-for in our King- 
doms, and. I;pray God long 'to' continue itr'to us; 
Befi des how: render are .chey .of all your welfare, 
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'how carcfull of your Liberties and Properties ! 


how. great encouragement. do. they give to Piety, 
Sobriery; Fultice; and Charity, and every thing thar 
is praiſe-worthy, both by their Precept and' Exam- 
ple? 'Can you wiſh for, can you conceive an 

Princes: more gracious, than thoſe: whom 'God hath 
ſet:oyer you, and hitherto miraculouſly preſery'd, 


for the-publick good: and: benefirof your Kingdom 2? 


Their qnely; aim and ſtudy is to make you a great 
and. an happy: People ; for the <ffefting- of which, 
"tis plain; >they ſpare themſelves no- pains,” no care, 
nor. trobble : -For-rhis end. to how. many great; and 
inexpreſfible Hardſhips and Dangers has His Ma- 
jeſty willingly, and chearfully expoled His Sacred 
Perſan,:.and with :the.fame' willingneſs and chearful- 
nels,” doth ſtifl continue to'i:expole-it, both by Sea,' 
and Land? He, like 'the Noble Ceſar, in all his 
Commands. in the Field, was never heard to ſay, 
ke milites,, fed: venite; -not;g0;-but follow me:z as if he 
ſcorn'd in all his on-ſers to be any thing elſe bur ſtill 
a Leader :'He has always taught you, Gentlemen, 
by that which is the ſtrongeſt Authoricy, his own 
forwardnels and example, . and he ſeems to be one 
that the ſupream God-hath taken particular care of, 
by Death's coming often ſo very near him, yer paſl- 
ſing him by, and ſhunning him when it hath (wepr 
away almoſt all about him. - .I need. not tell you 

| ehe 
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the many narrow Eſcapes he larely had , nor how 
often he hath been miraculouſly and particularly 
defended in the midſt of the greateſt Dangers; bur 
beſides theſe open Dangers, now many ſecret Snares 
of Death , that have been villanouſly contrived , 
and cunningly laid for him, hath he eſcaped ? Yer 
he ſtill goes on with his uſual cheartfulneſs and bra- 
very, to expoſe himſelf to theſe open and ſecret 
Dangers, for the good and ſafery of your Church 
and Kingdom. What Honour and Succeſs may 
you not yet hope to gain , when ſo many thou- 
ſand Men of Valour are headed and led on by fo 
experienced and ſo brave a General ? whoſe Securi- 
ty and Safety is to you all an high Concern. He 
hath, Gentlemen, laid on you all the obligations 
you can wiſh or deſire to Quit your ſelves like men. 
Beſides, *T'is your intereſt ſo to doe, for 'tis endea- 
vouring to. preſerve the Ship wherein you are all 
embarqued.' If you would ſtrengthen the houſe, 
you muſt not weaken him that bears up the pillars of 
it, Pl.75. 3. Your firmneſs and fteadineſs to him is, 
at ſecond hand, bur a kindneſs to the Breath of your 
own Noſtrils. Thus whileſt your Royal Maſter, by 
his great Courage and good Conduct, endeavours 
all he can here ; and your Royal Miſtreſs, by her 
moſt prudent and diſcreet management of Aﬀairs 
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in England in his abſence, does her urmoſt ro make 


 youa great and an happy People : What can you, 


Gentlemen, doe leſs than to love and revere them, 
to obey them readily and cheartully, ro think your 
ſelves only capable of being made great and happy 
by making them greater and happier ? Every Soul 
of you to be ſubject to rhem, fo as ſtritly ro ob. 
ſerve all their Orders and Commands for Love of 
them, more than for Fear of paniſhment, to be fi- 
lent from all manner of murmurings and mutinies, 
loud only in their Applauſes and Thanks to Almigh- 
ty God for the felicities of their Reign, On which 
account, happy we their Subjects, the moſt fortu- 
nate and happy People in all the World : 'And this 
is the third Conſideration to move you to uit your: 
ſelves like men, The moſt gracious King and Queen. 
ou ſerve. | 

The fourth and laſt Conſideration to move you 
to Quit your ſelves. like men_in_this preſent Conjun- 
ure is, The Enemy you do oppole, viz; the King 
of France : All his methods and ways of proceed- 
ing do {uthciently evidence tothe World , that he. 
makes the Maxamns of che common Enemy of Chri-. 
ſendom the Rule .and Meaſure of all his Actions , 
and that abſokne Power ac home , with univerſal 
Empite abroad is bis aim as well as the Tink's; 


and 
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and {ceing that by theſe principles (which 'ris plain 
he hath taken up) all the duties of Chriſtianity are 
laid in the dirt, it were difhcult to determine, ſhould 
abſoluce Conqueſt (which God forbid) attend his 
Arms, whether under French or Turk Chriſtendom 
would obtain the faireſt quarrer. All that che 
Turks have done in Chriſtendom fince the time of 
Francis the Firſt to this day, they owe to the Allian- 
ces of France with the Ottoman Court, and to the Di- 
verſion which the French have given in their favour. 
This prefent King hath learnt from Francis the Firft 
the moſt unchriftian methods of making League 
with the Turks, by calling in- (to his eternal ſhame) 
their aſfiſtance, to carry on his revengetull and am- 
bitious defigns, to the hazard of all Chriſtendom. 
He, under a fthew of afliſting weak Princes, hath 
taken occaſion to ſhare with them in their Princi- 
palities, and by theſe unjuſt means, has vaſtly in- 
creaſed his own power. He has obſerved no rule 
of juſtice in making War, nor had any regard to 
it in obſerving Peace, when made. The War 
in theſe Countries is a ſufficient confirmation of 
both, 1. That grand Treaty between France and 
Spain, called The Pyrenean Treaty. 2. That of 
Ax-la-Chapelle, unto which all the Princes of Chri- 
fendom were invited, to take care of the common 
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—— 


Security. Zo The Treaty at Breda. I have nor 


time now to relate theſe at large , and how ill they 
have obſerved them ; rogether with their Treaties 
with Holland. And *twould be too tedious to re- 
peat all that may give you proof of their good. 
will and faithfulneſs ro- your own. Countrey, as well 
as to all other Nations that have had any. dealings 
with them: Burt theſe you- may ſee ar your -lei- 
ſure in the Collection. of. Treaties made by them 
with all the Princes and Potentates of  Furope. TI 
ſhall only remark at preſent, that the farſt of theſe 
Treaties was. made upon a moſt ſolemn occafion, 
that of Marriage, confirmed by an Oath, with the 
moſt Sacred Myſteries of. their Religion at the high 
Altar ; and yet was ſo-palpably broken. ( as you 
may ſee, it. you. will cake but. the pains-to-peruſe 
the Treaty ). that *tis not to be parallel d. by any 
inſtance or. example-in all the World beſides. He 
has been the common Enemy of- every State , de- 
ſtroying the Peace of, the Government every where, 
ſowing of Factions in all; Princes Courts, in their 
Councils , their, Armies , or among ſuch of. their 


Subjects as were inclinable to. be factious.: or elſe 


he hath- jumbled one. Prince againſt another by 
turns : And more than all this, He, Gentlemen, 
hates you and your Religion : He has been often 

| heard. 
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heard to ſpeak theſe words, That his Grandfather 


loved the Proteſtants , his Father feared them , and he 
himſelf hated them 5; which any one that conſiders 
the Ruins of their demoliſh'd Churches , and the 
hard and miſerable Conditions ( too large to be 
here recited') under which they are and have been 
oppreſſed” in-every point in-that Kingdom, will 
eaſily believe; And' now; becaiſe many of the 
Romiſh Party, both by their words and actions , 

ſeem' to wiſh well to his Proceedings , I think i 
not, a-mils to remark here, how their Religion 1 is 
like ts fare if he gains his Point ; and-this they may 
ealily gheſs, by: his: dealings hot them 'in Catalo- 
nia; Alſatia, theſe and divers other Roman Citho- 
lick Countries , where all of theny' exclaim againſt 
his arbitrary: and; tinjalt ways of proceeding ; ; How 
do they know how far Reaſons of 'State ' may 

diive hit: How'can' they” tell' what Alterations 
they may (as they have ever: done) oblige him 
ro' make ?\ Je-behoves the Popiſh-party therefore 
to look to it; "they! may ' (if they pleaſe) hope 
the beſt, but you, -and all the reſt' of the-Prote- 
ſtant-party in Germany and other parts, will be ſure 
robe equal Sufferers with thoſe of his own: Coun-- 
trey, as faſt as he can-reach you, and then he will 
deal with you .as he hath done with them; inthe 
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Concerns of your Religion, as well as of your E. 
ſtares; the former will be ſure to go down, and 
your conſtant profeſſion of it eſteemed fo great 2 
crime , that you will be thought altogether unfir 
co be truſted any longer with the latter, The Pa- 
piſts roo have juſt reaſon to believe that their Re- 
ligion ſhall receive conſiderable Alterations, eſpe- 
cially in ſecular Advantages of Wealth and Power, 
and that they themſelves ſhall fare bur very indiffe- 
rently in reſpect to their temporal Concerns coo, if 
they bur conſider his arbicrary way of proceeding in 
France and all his.conquer'd Countries. There- 
fore it concerns both Papift and Proteſtant to ad- 
venture their diſtin& Power and Intereſt in -one 
common bottom , and reſolution to oppoſe him , 
and to. hinder the obſtinace purſuic of his Project 
of Univerſal Monarchy. - Tis certainly the true 
Intereſt of all te oppoſe his Deſigns , ſince no op- 
preſſion is like his, And fince you have heard 
tharc the Faith of Treaties confirmed in_the moſt 
ſolemn and ſacred manner, the Good of Religion, 
the Ties of Blood and Amity, cannot, hold him ; 
you may doubtleſs believe it a very good reaſon 
at this Juncture, to cadeavour to ſecure your ſelves 
and all Europe from the ſad Effects of his moſt 
unjuſt Courſes, by Quitting your ſelves like men E 
an 
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and this. is one great reaſon you have to doe fo, 
and the-laſt which I propoſed to ſpeak to, viz. the 
Conſtderation of. the Enemy you are to- oppoſe. 
Not one- of. theſe forementioned Conliderations, 

but would afford matter enough to fill whole — 
lumes ;. but conſidering I am-confined to fo ſhort 


a time. I could {ay no-more , but only give you 


theſe Items; and hoping they may put you upon 


reflecting on many more Particulars, and be ſafh- 
ctent to-obtain the deſigned End, 1 ſhall proceed 


ro the fourth and laſt thing, which iS. 


Fourthly, To make one Inference from the 
whole, and to conclude with an Exhortation to: 


you, and my. hearty - Prayers: to the God of all 


Power, to protect your Perfons , and' bleſs your 
Arms with-good Succels this enſuing Com pagne.. 


You are Gentlemen tn whom. their Majeſties and 
their Kingdoms repoſe. great Truft. x Confi- 
dence, and. on whom yorr-own: whole Nation , 
PO well as others, have at this. time fix'd their 
Eyes , obſerving your Motions , which way you 


will lead others , "whether to the Right or Left -: 


Your Care therefore, Gentlemen, -onghe to be 


the greater: in the pradem government of your 
ſelves both as to your words and ations, that 


you 


#2. 
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you give not the leaſt encouragement to thoſe 
who are ready to take- fire. from any, lictle. ſpark. 
Bur whileſt the unjuſtly diſcontented and-unreaſon- 
ably Factious are plotting againſt the preſent Go- 
vernment, and forming Deſigns againſt:their Ma- 
jelties moſt Sacred Perſons ;. - It well becomes you, 
Gentlemen, -in your: ſtations, to ſhew greater 
Zeal than ordinary, for both., by:liking whatever 
their Majeſties may judge reaſonable for them to 
doe in their publick Afﬀairs , by diſcouraging all 
choſe who approve or diſapprove of things accor- 
ding as they themſelves are pleaſed , or provided 
for, or as they are influenced by ſome male- 


contented .or fa&tious Leaders, by diſallowing % 


dijapproving and diſcouraging. of; that licentious 
Liberty that ſome take of. miſrepreſenting , argu- 
ing and arbitrating the great Aﬀairs of State, of 
ccnſuring, arraigning and condemning what | and 


whom, they pleaſe, by diſcountenancing all petu- 


lant Speeches or Diſcourſes that may, cauſe. Diſ: 
contents or Diviſions of Mind, which would 
much better become *the mouths of your com- 
mon Enemies, than . thoſe who profeſs them- 
ſelves to be true Engliſh-men and faithfull Sub- 
jects of the King and Queen's: And no doubt 
but all Diſcontents would then be laid afide , 
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and Diviſions, and FaQtions, ſoon dwindle in- Al 
ro nothing, when others have a: precedenr. fo 
good and powerfull as yours to influence their. pra- 
Rice, when they bchold you a conſtant- inſtance of 
this Truth, that che poiſon of faction, and edition, 
canndt infe'all forts of Men: You therefore, Gen- 
clemen; having ſuch Laws and Libertics to defend, 
ſuch 'a Church and: Fairh to contend for, ſuch a 
gracious King and Queen to ſerve, ſuch an Enemy 
co- oppoſe, what can be a- more Noble Cauſe 
wherein to employ your- Arms ? -Whar Caule 'can 
be thore worthy of your Swords 2 In. what Con- 
jun&ture can- you more juſtly, or with cruer. praiſe, 
quit your ſelves 'kke Men 2 And fince the onely. way 
todo (0 is to-be-Religious,” whar remains bur that [SETS 1. 
you abſtain from-alt choſe Vices whicty fo! ufaally UNEST 
acrend the Camp, and perform all good and ver- Wit 76 
ruous Aftions fo often as you have occaſion, and 

portunity ; - making the Precepts of your Relioi- 
Sn old and Randard of n _ Thooghhs, 
Words and A&tions; and thus perfeQting Holineſs 
inthe fear of God, if it be your hap to fall in the 
Day of Yatrel,' you will nor- fail ro be rais'd from 
that Bed of Honour, to a Crown of Glory, which 
will ſufficiently convince you that your labour has 
not been in vain in the Lord : Now may His Ma- 
{s F jelty 
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jeſty this Summer become the happy Inſtrument to. 
recover. the Rights. 'of the oppreſled - States, and 

Princes, of fctting Bounds tothe French Ambici- 

on, to preſerve our Nation againſt the threatned 
Dangers, and-to redeem . Europe from that Yoak. 
which. they. are framing, and deviſing to pur a- 
bout her Neck;. and to- reſtore-to us'all,, aGlori- 

ous, Chriſtian, and an honourable-Peace ; may he 

then thus laden with Honour, Vidtory, and 'good 
Succeſs return in ſafety to. his own People, and. there 
rogether with Her Majeſty enjoy the bleſſed Fruits of 
his own. Labour, by poſlefling his "Ehrone-in peace 

for many, many Years; and may they never want 

fuch Subjects as. you.. are, : of; ſo. much Skill and. 
 Conrage, of.{uch Loyalty andFidelity,, to defend. 
Their Royal Perſons, and; Goyernmens, againſt fo- 
reign: Invaſions,' and inteſtine Factions and Rehelli- 
ons ;; and may you,: Gentlemen, all live:to. receive - 
'the juſt Rewards of;'thole many; Hardſhips,c;and 
Hazards to which. you have ſo freely,cheartully and 
bravely expos'd your ſelves for Their Majeſties,atd 

their Kingdoms ; and- then, though; the Terrour 

of your Azms may! be. neceſlary tor the Defence of 
Their Majeſties, and the Security ,of. your Country ; 
yer. may they never after this Campagne have 'any 
, more occafion.to, try. your great Skill, and invin{1- 
ble 


at Gant in Flanders: 


ble Courage; and I dont doubt, though you are 


all Men. of War,. yet: as Chriſtians: you are ſuch - 
lovers of. Peace, that you will heartily ſay, Amen to- 
it :. I ſhall therefore diſmiſs you with the Words of 


the Plalmiſt.; where-ever you go, what-ever Aftion 


you are commanded on, The Lord proſper you, and. 


cover-your heads. in.the day of battel. 


I: wiſh you all good. Luck in the Name of. the+ 
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